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	Title: Physics-Based Approaches for the Restoration of Obliterated Marks: Destructive and Non-Destructive Techniques
[bookmark: _GoBack]General Comments from Reviewer: The manuscript reviews physics-based techniques of restoring obliterated serial numbers in a really comprehensive and well-structured manner. Rich in technical detail, both the destructive and non-destructive methods have been elaborated on at great length. Forensic relevance is strong, and the discussion flows well with those found in the literature. The conceptual flow from inscription to obliteration to restoration and finally comparative assessment appears logical and coherent.
· The manuscript has highlighted the investigative importance of serial number restoration across firearms, motor vehicles, and industrial equipment. Foundational scientific principles were integrated in an effective manner with concrete forensic applications, enhancing the practical utility of the review.
· The manuscript uses depth range from different sources, such as 140–520 µm; these data seem fragmented. A comparative summary table would help readers understand typical deformation depths in steel, aluminum, and copper alloys.
· The significant focus of Section 6 is towards metals. Including a brief description of the methods for polymer serial number restoration (utilising Ultraviolet Illumination; Infrared Imaging; and Thermal Imprint Detection), would enhance this image review.
· There are a few very long sentences, punctuation errors, and repetitions of statements contained in several sections of this document. Editing the language for proper grammar and punctuation, will clarify the content and provide for a more comprehensive read, as well as, creating shorter, more concise language with clear structures that explain each technical aspect of the document.
· Some of the text written in the manuscript, appears for portions to have been created/derived from an AI program, we recommend the author rewrites a majority of the text in their own words, to increase originality and quality, and to have a true narrative throughout the article.
The article can be published after minor revision.



